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Feminism — The Other "F" Word

Feminism: The radical notion that women are people, too.

Posts Tagged ‘feminzation of poverty’

Abolishing Sex Trafficking and What Those With Privilege Do NOT
Want to Hear

December 19, 2013
by Jacqueline S. Homan, author of Classism for Dimwits
(http://www.amazon.com/dp/0981567916/ref=rdr_ext_tmb) and Without Apology
(http://www.amazon.com/Without-Apology-Jacqueline-S-Homan/dp/0981567959/ref=sr_1_2?
s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1387494423&sr=1-2)
Many people claiming to support poor trafficked women offer up legalizing prostitution across the
board. They call for decriminalizeing pimps and brothel owners and the johns as the only way to
decriminalize poor prostituted women and girls.

I don’t see why the over-privileged, self-entitled RAPISTS (aka “johns”), whose MONEY and MALE
PRIVILEGE in our male supremacist society drives this industry of misogyny of prostitution,
enriching brothel owners, pimps and traffickers at the expense of poor women and girls’ lives—must
be shielded and further privileged with anonymity and lack of accountability (which they currently
enjoy, for the most part) as a precondition for decriminalizing the prostituted and expunging the
prostitution records for those of us who are survivors who would not have those arrest records
barring us from getting jobs had we not been trafficked in the first place.

As an aside, it is patently unfair to poor women that MALE convicted FELONS (many whom are
convicted PEDOPHILES and murderers) are given hiring preferences for good-paying jobs at places
like GE while POOR women—especially poor women who are trafficking survivors with unfairly
levied prostitution records—get NO such opportunity for that same helping hand up.

The MEN whose money was used to STEAL and DESTROY my life and crush all my hopes, dreams
and aspirations underfoot just because I was female, poor, orphaned and HOMELESS at age 13 in a
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rich white male dominated society can damn well pony up and use their unearned privileges to
support poor trafficking survivors like myself and put me on my feet and help me rebuild my life and
the lives of other sex trafficking victims too, and pay for social programs for the traditionally
disadvantaged to reduce/eliminate vulnerability to traffickers. Sorry, but these deviant pigs owe poor
prostituted women and kids BIG TIME.

Why should these “johns” continue to be given a free pass and not even suffer the least bit of
repercussions for their actions as a condition of decriminalizing poor prostituted/formerly
prostituted adult women (most whom were pressed into the sex trade between the ages of 12-14)

The johns are clearly the ONLY ones with any real agency in this whole sordid matter. It’s THEIR
money, and THEIR choices that keep traffickers, brothel owners, and pimps in the lucrative business
of selling and re-selling the bodies of poor women and kids over and over and over.

Why should the johns be protected with an ongoing free pass as a condition of supporting poor
vulnerable women with an economic safety net to reduce our vulnerability to traffickers, and for
providing sex trafficking victims/survivors with exit programs that must include an economic safety
net, access to medical and dental care, and affirmative measures of social acceptance backed up with
a guaranteed access to the good jobs we need and deserve—instead of having these perps being held
accountable for using their MALE PRIVILEGE to oppress women, using their money (that they’re
getting from the same good jobs they monopolize by DENYING poor women an equal opportunity
for) to violate and degrade poor marginalized and abused women?

Sorry, but those fuckers used their money, power and privilege to make this mess so they can bloody
well clean it up and answer for all the lives they’ve ruined.

To insist on affording the johns the privilege of lack of accountability—legally, economically, and
socially—is to put one’s self squarely on the side of the traffickers and pimps.

This society has the blood of its poorest and most marginalized and disprivileged women on its
hands, and I REFUSE to be polite about that. And you don’t need to read Macbeth to know that blood
is not so easily washed away.

Yes, I am demanding justice. And for poor sex trafficking victims/survivors like me, justices means
implementing the Nordic Model with exit programs and economic safety nets for the poor to
reduce/eliminate vulnerability to trafficking, and affirmative action employment at REAL jobs—not
blowjobs—for poor women NOW!!!!!!!!

And even though SOME formerly trafficked women might be able to get prostitution arrest records
wiped, but it costs a LOT of money—something that 99% of trafficking survivors do NOT have. I
should know, having personally spent my whole life in dire poverty, unable to ever get a chance for a
job (at least, for more than a week) and get on my feet.
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I have NO other criminal record other than prostitution arrests from when I was 13-17 years old when
I was trafficked because I was poor, female and HOMELESS – and prostitution as the “Final Solution”
for POOR women and girls was the ONLY place this society decided I was allowed to have.

The fact that I have been allowed NO OTHER PLACE in society EXCEPT the gutter has been driven
home to me over and over again throughout the past 29 years of my life since escaping the rape
industry of sexual slavery, every time I was denied jobs that I otherwise would have qualified for—no
matter what I struggled to accomplish to make myself “worthy” of a chance for a job.

I have a Bachelors degree in math w/ a minor in physics that opened NOT ONE door for me. All I
got was a mounting unpaid capitalized student loan debt (now totaling over $50K with capitalized
interest) that I will NEVER be able to afford to repay.

I also have an impressive writing portfolio ranging from freelance investigative journalism to
ghostwritten bioethics articles and grad school dissertations (much of that was FREE work to “build
skills” and “gain experience”, but it never materialized into a chance for a job for me) to FIVE self-
published non-fiction books centering on social justice. None of that opened any doors for me, either.

Which for me, meant an entire lifetime ever since escaping from my traffickers at age 17 in 1984 of
having NO ability to live with the minimum human dignity of being able to afford food, medical and
dental care, clothing, heat in the winter, hot water to bathe properly with, and transportation (where I
live, the temps dip down into the single digits so being unable to afford utilities is literally a death
sentence).

Until age and the physical damage to my hips and back from injuries incurred from being trafficked
caught up w/ me, I had to spend MANY years digging through other people’s trash for scrap metal
just to get BARELY enough money to even stay alive. If not for a crazy old coot 25 years my senior
caring enough about me to marry me so I’d at least have a roof over my head and an old used Ford
truck to drive, I’d have ended up dead from being destitute out on the streets long before now. He
had very little: only a social security disability check of $900/mo, and that was the ONLY income we
had as a couple to live on. Now I am widowed and cannot even get a social security’s widow’s
benefit of $470/mo (based on the 55% of what my spouse’s allotment was that I’ll be entitled to) until
I turn 59 1/2 years old—which is 13 yrs from now (I am 46 yrs old now).

Every day of my life these past 29 years since escaping my traffickers has been a daily fight for basic
survival. But NOBODY cares!

Instead, people blame the victim.  Not because they don’t know any better, but because that’s what
makes them feel good about themselves. Because NO ONE wants to admit that just MAYBE they’ve
benefited, directly or indirectly, from an entire array of injustices that secured their privileges and
opportunities for them at the expense of those with NO fucking privileges—women who were
discarded into the prostitute class, usually long before we were old enough to legally be considered
“women.”



5/17/14, 6:20 PMfeminzation of poverty | Feminism — The Other "F" Word

Page 4 of 9http://godlessfeminist.wordpress.com/tag/feminzation-of-poverty/

Last month I nearly DIED from being unable to get helped with treatment for the SECOND broken
abscessed tooth I suffered within the span of one year. (I have more bad bottom teeth that will
eventually need to come out and be replaced with a denture but I have NO way of getting that).

As a theater of last resort, I reached out for help on Facebook and many people took it upon
themselves to make calls on my behalf and thoroughly investigate possible avenues of help for me as
an indigent woman who is a trafficking survivor.  People didn’t believe me when I said I could not
get helped, which is why I was having to beg for money from them.

Well-meaning and responsive activists and supporters called EVERYONE and EVERY local charity in
my area and found that I was indeed telling the truth. They found out first hand for themselves that
there really was no way for me to get helped even at the local sliding fee clinic.

The infection was on its way to my heart before I finally got helped because of getting the donations
to my emergency medical fundraiser that I needed and was able to get antibiotics and the oral
surgery.

So no, there really isn’t “all this help out there” for chronically poor female prostitution survivors
whom this whole society turfed out.

I got slapped with a life sentence at the age of 13. What the hell did I do to ANYBODY to deserve
that? I deserved to have a life and a future just as much as everybody else!

Based on what I observed and personally experienced as a poor trafficking victim, charities for the
most part merely serve as a wealth protecting tax shelter that serve to ensure good jobs for those with
middle/upper class privilege (from steady funding streams of donations and federal block grants),
doubling as a conscience-laundering vehicle for a selfish and downright apathetic society that values
the lives of poor trafficked women and kids less than the pimps, pornographers and traffickers do.

Worse is that these same NGO’s that claim to be all about “empowering” poor trafficking survivors
will NOT hire us because of criminal background checks that come back with prostitution arrest
records. One more way for the professional middle class (who dominate this movement and who are
sucking up all the money that is supposed to be going for “helping” poor trafficked women and kids)
to serve as gatekeepers to keep POOR trafficking survivors from being able to get jobs—including in
the ONE area where a reasonable person would think we SHOULD be getting hired in.

I don’t know how many trafficking survivors have reluctantly returned to the sex trade after being
rescued from it because of being denied ANY and ALL means of economic survival: there is NO
economic safety net for the economically excluded and marginalized whom NO ONE will hire, and
NO justice in hiring practices so that survivors can be empowered for real instead of only through lip
service.
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Gee, how convenient for women with privilege who have options, for they are secure in knowing that
their poorest and most marginalized sisters will never be able to compete with them for a chance at
getting ANY jobs. And it’s a MILLION times even MORE convenient for MEN with privilege and
money who are therefore guaranteed access to a permanent pool of prostituted people—a permanent
underclass of the underclass—whose bodies they can rent to abuse and torture and degrade because
this society has served to fulfill the prophetic words of the pimps, pornographers, traffickers, johns
and porn sots: “Once a whore, always a whore.”

I don’t need “spiritual healing”, I need food, medical and dental care, a warm house, hot water to
bathe properly, clothing, and a chance for a job and/or an adequate economic safety net including
income support so at least I can live what’s left of my life with just a little bit of human dignity.

I don’t need to “learn how to develop a positive attitude”, I need to have something real to be
positive about.

This society owes me at least that much for failing to protect me and turfing me out when I was
orphaned and homeless and trafficked at 13, and for subsequently condemning me to total exclusion
and permanent, life-threatening poverty with no way out and no hope after I escaped from my
traffickers and the sadistic rapist-johns who relish having power that their money and male privilege
affords them over poor women and girls— as punishment for what was done TO me by others.

If society truly is sorry and truly cares about POOR trafficking survivors, this would not be my
reality.

The answer to a lifetime of being denied any real opportunities should NOT be legalizing paid rape
and abuse, allowing poor discarded women like me no other option except the legal “right” to
“choose” to return to “sex work.” I need JUSTICE. And giving a not-so-respectable veneer of “legal”
to a sexual predation industry as the only solution for poor women like me is NOT justice.

In Solidarity,
Jacqueline S. Homan

As an impoverished trafficking survivor with NO income, fighting for human dignity to abolish
slavery and fighting for restorative justice for those of us who are struggling for our lives and
basic human rights as victims of an industry of sexual torture, slavery, and the added oppression
of stigmatization which has barred me from any employment in post-Welfare Reform America,
your support is desperately needed so I may continue my work in educating the public about this
very important human rights issue. Please donate to support my work and my quest for restorative
justice. Thank you.

Jacqueline S. Homan

 (https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-
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Solidarity for the Few

November 12, 2011
By Jacqueline S. Homan, author: Classism For Dimwits (http://www.amazon.com/Classism-Dimwits-
Jacqueline-S-Homan/dp/0981567916) and Divine Right (http://www.amazon.com/Divine-Right-
Truth-Jacqueline-Homan/dp/0981567940/ref=pd_bxgy_b_img_c)

This movement struck me as being centered on young middle class white males, and they’re not
welcoming or receptive of older people — including older people who have a lifetime’s worth of
experience and battle scars from fighting the oppression created by unearned privilege. And
according to Reena Walker, a seasoned older black woman and veteran activist, male privilege and
how it is used by men in the 99% to beat women down and oppress us is ignored or rationalized by a
busload of mansplaining. As a black woman who suffered a lifetime of poverty, sexism, racism and
misogyny, Ms. Walker is hardly one of the 1% and yet the way she and other women are being treated
at OWS (http://www.dailykos.com/story/2011/10/17/1027186/-A-Black-Woman-Who-Occupied-
Wall-Street:-Why-She-Wont-Be-Going-Back%C2%A0) sends the message that women (who make up
51% of the 99%) aren’t viewed as being human enough for harm against us to matter. Funny how
freedom and economic justice is only for a few which usually does not include women. Some 99%ers
are more equal than others.

It is no accident that women comprise over 70% of those living below poverty worldwide. The status
quo of local and global capitalism depends on women’s unpaid/under-paid work. It could not
survive without women’s unpaid work as primary caregivers, the childbearers, and the child-raisers.
Capitalism is patriarchal to the core. The poorest of the world’s poor are women who also do
upwards of two-thirds of the world’s work and own only 1% of the means of production and
reproduction. Women hold up half the sky on our unpaid/under-paid backs.

Despite all of the claims by Occupy facilitators that rapes are not occurring at the Occupy Toronto
camp at St. James Park, a few men from the Aboriginal community who are staying in the camp full
time say otherwise. One of those men, identifying himself only as “Davine”, who is half Blackfoot
and half Arab, said that the camp’s marshals have not been able to minimize or prevent sexual
assaults on the women there and that “these [white] people are coming to us Natives for help.” What
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is really tragic in all this is that one of those Natives — Jayson Fleury — is a real opportunistic
shmuck and sociopathic grifter (http://invisiblenation.wordpress.com/2011/11/01/the-no-hawk-
occupation-of-occupy-toronto/) who has ripped off poor and marginal women to support his
lifestyle of partying across Canada 3-4 times a year. And he is one of a tiny handful of men who is
willing to protect the women from rape. How sad is that?

What is supposed to be a movement about unity of the masses against the 1% is really looking more
like the same ol’ same ol’: freedom and economic justice and a bigger slice of the pie for men; rape,
invalidation, exploitation, abuse, oppression and discrimination against the poorest and most
downtrodden victims of capitalism — poor women of ALL races. Somehow, I don’t find that very
unifying, uplifting, or liberating as a poor and marginal woman.

And please don’t tell me that women’s human rights — including the right to a job with dignity, the
right to an education, the right to food, housing, and healthcare, and the right to reproductive/sexual
enfranchisement and bodily autonomy/self-determination, and most important of all, the right to
NOT be raped and impregnated against our will at peril to our health, well-being, liberty, and lives —
is less important that “the big picture” of those traditionally privileged members of the 99% getting
their justice at poor and destitute women’s expense in the name of “social justice.” Sorry, but I’m not
down with that.

As a woman from deep poverty who suffered more under capitalism than poor men due to
institutionalized sexism, misogyny, and the social acceptance of patriarchy and its culture of rape, I
have no interest in “taking one for the team” for the sake of the 99% movement (which is looking
more like a Rapists’ Rights bowel movement) just so men can get a bigger slice of the economic pie
while nothing changes for the better for women, especially poor and marginal women of all races.

Since colonization of North America, women in the US and Canada have been told to wait until after
the men got all the more important issues resolved and then we women would eventually get our
turn. But our turn never came — at least not for those of us in extreme poverty that never got to make
it to even the lowest rung of the middle class. But then this Occupy movement has never been about
us, has it?

A glaring example is the Occupy Vancouver list of demands included a call for the legalization of
prostitution. Prostitution is rich white male-centered. It exists because capitalism is patriarchal and
there’s a direct link between that and human trafficking and rape. Also at the crux of it is the larger
societal view of women as non-persons, as cheap commodities that exist solely for male self-
gratification.  These issues cannot be bifurcated.

Desperation, poverty, abuse, addiction, job and pay discrimination, lack of opportunities and a need
to pay the rent and feed the kids, a history of colonialism, racism, sexism, and a misogynistic culture
that devalues women and reduces us to disposable products to be bought and sold — all act in
synergy to create a society where prostitution and sex trafficking exists and flourishes with men being
the prime beneficiaries of it while women are further victimized.
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What kind of social justice movement seeking to rectify the injustices of capitalism and the inclusion
of women in the name of solidarity is this, anyway?

Why is the response to the rapes, the abuse, the exploitation, the trauma and the deaths that many
poor and marginal women suffer as a result of being prostituted to simply treat this as “just another
job”? What other job demands that the worker be raped, impregnated against their will, infected with
an STD, violated, abused, and maybe even murdered? What kind of person supports that this sort of
treatment should be legitimized? What kind of person seeking solidarity with women — especially
poor and marginal women — would agree that women’s bodies should just be another disposable
commodity available for purchase by men and that every woman should be OK with that?

Women need to be safe, but how safe are women when we’re not even viewed as full human beings?
Yes, prostituted women deserve rights. But they also deserve to have real choices. Why would
anyone think that johns will provide equitable treatment and respect for women? No man who thinks
he has the right to trade in human flesh or take a woman against her will is a man who believes in
real equality. A man who can do this is a man who doesn’t see women as being human enough for
harm against us to matter. We should not have to accept and legalize exploitation and oppression
from men in order to decriminalize the women being prostituted in the name of “unity.”

Legalized prostitution neatly sweeps under the wraps the insidious human rights catastrophe of the
global human/sex trafficking industry. Women ensnared in that are literally forced into brutal sex
slavery; bought and sold, beaten and raped over and over and over. Approximately 80% of those
trafficked are women and girls. The average age of a trafficking victim is 14. The average life span
once trafficked is 4 years. The victims usually die from HIV/AIDS related complications after being
forced (often violently) to give unprotected sex to their male purchasers. Legalizing and sugar-
coating the exploitation of women does not protect our human rights. It undermines them.

A genuine unity and people’s movement doesn’t consider women’s suffering irrelevant, or as a trivial
“special interest”, or as titillating grist. Nor does it function as a microcosm of this capitalist economy
with men competing for all the power, wealth, and status at the top while women serve as mere
cheerleaders and poster children only to be trotted out for the convenience and benefit of male
privilege.

Women deserve safety and decriminalized from doing what they have to do in order to survive, but
women also deserve to have real options. As 51% of the population, women should be 51%
represented in all mainstream jobs, instead of being herded into pink collar-ghettos, and the sub-
poverty glass ceiling of Wal-Mart with the exploitative sex industry as the only other option available
for poor women for whom college and grad school is as out of reach as a day trip to Sedna while
male high school drop-outs and ex-felons get all the good-paying blue-collar union jobs in the skilled
trades and all of the opportunities and hope for a better life that goes with that at the expense of
women’s exclusion.
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Women make up more than half of the 99%. Where is our liberation from male oppression and
domination through rape, “honor killing”, FGM, hiring and pay discrimination, sexual and
reproductive slavery, human trafficking, sexual exploitation, and domestic violence which are the all
too common realities of women’s lives every day?  These are the realities that
are disproportionally inflicted on poor and marginal women by men in the 99%. Yet these are all
dismissed as “special interest issues” that are accepted as part of “the price of being born female”,
which is why anti-oppression is needed.  And that is why a movement of unity for real social and
economic change must be willing to accept constructive criticism and not get offended when male
privilege is challenged.

What is uplifting, unifying, or liberating about Occupy camp facilitators designating untrained peers
as “marshals” to serve as the “sexual assault response team” to deal with the rapes — not by offering
rape kits that include emergency contraception and STD testing/treatment, and the arrest/removal of
the rapist, but by counseling (read: pressuring) the women who’ve been raped
(http://www.mrctv.org/videos/occupybaltimore-rape-victim-begs-protest-be-shut-down) against
going to the police? (Not that the criminal justice system has ever been any panacea for women,
especially rape victims — police, lawyers, and judges are products of the same patriarchal,
misogynist, fetid capitalist sepulcher that has always oppressed and abused women through
unearned male privilege at women’s expense. )

I have no interest in being ill-used and thrown under the bus for the sake of “solidarity” with
fauxgressives just so that men can get justice while nothing changes for the better for poor women of
all races.

If destitute and marginal women of all races are at these camps, it is because this shit is real for us. We
have been the most oppressed, the most excluded, the most downtrodden, and the most harmed by
the inherent injustices of capitalism which is inherently a gender war. Chronically poor and marginal
women don’t have the safety nets that young working class and middle class white males have: the
freedom from potentially life-threatening unwanted pregnancy, or the privilege of a job and/or
families with resources to return to at the end of all this.
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